
The Law of God 
The Fifth Commandment of the Law of God 

 

5. Honor thy father and thy mother that it may be well with thee 

and that thy days may be long on the earth. 

 
     The Fifth Commandment of the Lord God orders us to honor our parents and for this 

promises a happy and long life. To honor parents means to love them, to be respectful 

toward them, to refrain from offending them either by word or act, to obey them, to help 

them in labor, to care for them when they are in need, especially when they are sick and 

old, and also to pray to God for them both during this life and when they die. Disrespect 

toward a parent is a great sin. In the Old Testament, anyone who slandered his father or 

his mother was punished by death (Mark 7:10. 21:17). 

     We must also give equal honor to those persons who have authority over us as parent 

to us. Among such people are pastors and spiritual fathers, laboring for our salvation, 

instructing us in the faith and praying for us; govermnet offficals, who work for our 

domestic tranquility and defend us against oppression and plundering; teachers and 

benefactors, who try to teach us and provide everything that is good and useful to us and 

in general, our elders, having much experience in life and who therefore can give us good 

advice. It is a sin not to respect our elders, especially those in old age. It is a sin to regard 

their experience with distrust, indifference, and sometimes to refer to their remarks and 

instruction with derision, to consider them ‘backward’ people, and to consider that their 

view is outmoded or has served its time. Even in the Old Testament the Lord said through 

His great Prophet Moses, Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of 

the old man, and fear thy God (Lev. 19:32). 

     But if it happens that parents or superiors require of one something that goes against 

our faith and the Law of God, then one must say to them, as the Apostle said to the 

leaders of the Jews: whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more then 

unto God, judge ye (Acts 4:19). Then one must suffer for the faith and the Law of God no 

matter what happens.  

 

REVIEW 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: 

 

1.) The Fifth Commandment orders us to honor our parents and for this promises: 

A. A happy and long life 

B. Wealth and riches 

C. Popularity  

D. Love and respect from those around us 

E. All of the above 

 

2.) To honor parents means: 

A. To love them 

B. To be respectful toward them 



C. To refrain from offending them either by word or deed 

D. To help them in labor 

E. All of the above 

 

3.) According to the Fifth Commandment, we must honor our parents. We must also 

give equal honor to people who have authority over us. Such people are: 

A. Pastors and spiritual fathers 

B. Government officials 

C. Teachers 

D. Elders 

E. All of the above 

 

4.) In the Old Testament, it says: Honor the face of the old man, and fear thy God. 

These words, God said through His Great Prophet: 

A. Elijah 

B. Elisha 

C. Moses 

D. Jonah 

E. None of the above 

 

5. According to the text, if someone with authority over us asks us to do something 

that goes against our Orthodox Faith or the Law of God, then we must say: Whether 

it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more then unto God, judge ye.  

A. Then, one can feel free to act however we wish towards the person. 

B. Then, one must suffer for the Faith and the Law of God no matter what happens. 

C. Then, one should tell all their friends how this person sinned. 

D. Then, one no longer has to pray for that person since he/she went against God’s Law. 

E. All of the above 

 

6.) What is the 1
st
 Commandment of the Lord God? 

A.) I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt have no other gods beside Me. 

B.) Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. 

 

7.) What is the 2
nd

 Commandment?  

A. Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 

B. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in Heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters 

under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. 

 

8.) What is the 3
rd

 Commandment? 

A. Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 

B. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do 

all thy work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. 

 

9.) What is the 4
th

 Commandment? 



A. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do 

all thy work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. 

B. I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt have no other gods beside Me. 

 

10.) What is the 5
th

 Commandment? 

A. Honor thy father and thy mother that it may be well with thee and that thy days 

may be long on the earth. 

B. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do 

all thy work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath day of the Lord thy God. 

 

TRUE OR FALSE: 

 

11. It is a sin to not respect our elders.  

True False 

 

12.  We should hope in God and trust in Him and remember that He knows 

what’s best for us…always. 

True False 

 

13. Icons were not used in the Old Testament. 

True  False 

 

14. The Name of God must be pronounced with awe and reverence. 

True False 

 

15. Holy Pascha occurs on the third Sunday after the spring full moon. 

after the Jewish Passover, in the period between the 22
nd

 of March (April 4
th

 

n.s.) and the 25
th

 of April (May 8
th

 n.s.) 
True False 

 
 


