
The Law of God 
 

The Entry into the Temple of the Most-holy Virgin Mary 
 
     When the Virgin Mary reached the age of three years, her pious parents, Righteous Saints 

Joachim and Anna, prepared to fulfill their promise. They called together their relatives, invited 

friends the same age as their daughter, dressed her in Her finest clothes, and accompanied by the 

people singing hymns, they brought her to the Temple in Jerusalem, to be consecrated to God.  

Her friends, and the Virgin Mary Herself, walked with burning candles in their hands. Led by the 

chief priest, the priests, while singing hymns, came out of the Temple to meet them. 

     Saints Joachim and Anna, with reverent prayers, set their beloved daughter on the first step of 

the flight of stairs leading to the Temple. This staircase had fifteen high steps, according to the 

number of the psalms which the priests chanted upon entering the Temple. 

     There, three-year-old Virgin Mary Herself climbed the high steps without any assistance.  At 

the top the chief priest met and blessed her, as he always did with all who came to be consecrated 

to God. Then by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he led her into the Holy of Holies. This was 

the most sacred place in the Temple. No one had the right to enter there except him, and he only 

once a year. The Holy Spirit enlightened the chief priest with the knowledge that the Virgin 

Mary, the chosen young girl, was worthy to enter the most sacred place. She was destined by God 

to become the Mother of the Son of God, Who would open the way for all people into the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

     Fulfilling their promise, Saints Joachim and Anna returned home, and Mary remained to live 

at the Temple. There she, with other girls, studied the Law of God and handiwork. She prayed a 

great deal, read the Holy Scriptures, and strictly observed the fasts. The Most-holy Virgin Mary 

lived in the Temple of God about eleven years and grew deeply devout, in everything was 

submissive to God, and was extraordinarily meek and industrious.  

     The Most-holy Mary decided to consecrate her entire life to God alone. For this she vowed 

that She would never marry; that is, she would remain a virgin forever. The Holy Spirit and holy 

angels protected the godly young girl. 

     The Entry in to the Temple of the Most-holy Virgin Mary is celebrated in the Holy Orthodox 

Church on the 21
st
 of November (December 4

th
 n.s.).  This day is considered a great and holy day, 

which in the hymns of the Church is called the harbinger of God’s good-will toward man.  

Starting with this holyday we begin to sing “Christ is born…” during Matins.   

 

 

 

The Troparion of the Feast 

Today is the prelude of God’s good-will and the heralding of the salvation of mankind.  The 

Virgin is presented openly, and she proclaimeth Christ unto all.  Then, with a great voice let 

us cry aloud: Rejoice, O Thou fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MATCHING 

 

1.) How old was the Most-holy Virgin Mary when she was brought into the Temple?______ 

 

2.) What are the names of the Most-holy Mother of God’s parents?______ 

 

3.) What are some of the things that the Most-holy Virgin Mary did in the Temple?_______ 

 

4.) How many steps were there on the staircase to the Temple?______ 

 

5.) How many psalms did the priests chant upon entering the Temple?_____ 

 

6.) Who met the Most-holy Virgin Mary at the top of the steps?______ 

 

7.) Where did the chief priest take the Most-holy Virgin Mary?______ 

 

8.) When Her parents, Joachim and Anna, went home, did the Virgin Mary go with them?_______ 

 

9.) Approximately how long did the Virgin Mary live in the Temple?________ 

 

10.) What day (old style and new style) do we celebrate this Great Feast?________ 

 

A. Three years old 

B. Righteous Saints Joachim and Anna 

C. About eleven years. 

D. Fifteen high steps, according to the number of psalms that the priests chanted upon entering the 

Temple. 

E. November 21
st
 (old style), December 4

th
 (new style). 

F. The high priest, Saint Zacharias, the father of Saint John the Baptist. 

G. Into the Holy of Holies…the most sacred place in the Temple. 

H. No. The Most-holy Virgin Mary remained to live in the Temple. 

I. The priests chanted fifteen psalms upon entering the Temple. 

J. She studied the Law of God and handiwork. She prayed and read the Holy Scriptures and she 

strictly observed the fasts. 

 

 

Fill in the blanks 

 

1.) When the Virgin Mary reached the age of ______ years, her pious parents, Saints _______ and _____, 

prepared to fulfill their promise. They called together their relatives, invited friends the same age as their 

daughter, dressed her in her ______ clothes, and accompanied by the people singing ______, they brought 

her to the _________ in Jerusalem, to be consecrated to God. 

 

2.) Saints Joachim and Anna, with reverent prayers, set their beloved daughter, the Most-holy Virgin Mary, 

on the first step of the flight of stairs leading to the Temple.  This staircase had _______ high steps, 

according to the number of the _______ which the priests chanted upon entering the _________. 

 

3.) By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Saint _______led the Most-holy Virgin Mary into the ______ of 

_______. This was the most _______ place in the Temple.  No one had the right to enter there except him, 

and he only _____ a year. 

 

4.) The Virgin Mary was destined by God to become the Mother of the Son of God, Who would open the 

way for all people into the Kingdom of ________. 

 
5.) The Most-holy Virgin Mary lived in the Temple of God about_______ years and grew deeply devout, in everything 

was submissive to God, and was extraordinarily ______ and ___________.  


