
Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos
October 1st / October 14th

A crossword puzzle for Orthodox Christians
Information taken from:

The Prologue from Ochrid
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Across

At four o'clock in the morning, during an all-night 
vigil on October 1st (old style), 911 A.D., at the 
Blachemae Church of the Theotokos, the Most-holy 
Mother of God appeared above the people with a veil 
spread over her outstretched hands, as though to 
protect the people with this holy _______ of hers.

3.

This commemoration was instituted to remind us of 
the event that occurred on October 1st, in the year 
911 A.D.  It should also remind us that whenever we 
prayerfully seek her protection in distress, the Most-
holy Virgin Mary is always protecting us, since she 
is constantly ______ for us and for the whole world.

6.

In the time of the Emperor Leo the Wise, the 
Philosopher,  there was an all-night vigil at the 
Mother of God's beautiful ________ Church.

8.

The holy Russian Orthodox ______ has always 
glorified the Most-holy Mother of God as the 
Protectress and Defender of the Christian people.

9.

Saint Romanus the Melodist was given the gift of 
song from the Most-holy Theotokos and composed 
over 1,000 kontakia. He is depicted below the Queen 
of Heaven on the Protection of the Most-holy Mother 
of God's icon. Among other Saints and Martyrs, Saint 
_______ the Melodist is also commemorated today.

11.

When the Heavenly Protectress appeared above the 
people at the Blachemae Church of the Most-holy 
Theotokos in the year 911 A.D., she was surrounded 
by apostles, saints, martyrs and virgins. "Do you see 
how the Queen and Lady of all is praying for the 
whole world?" This is what Saint ________, the holy 
Fool for Christ's sake, asked his holy disciple, Saint 
Epiphanius, as   he then gestured towards the vision.

12.

Down

When Saint Andrew, the Fool for Christ asked his 
disciple, Saint ________ if he had seen the vision of 
the Most-holy Mother of God, surrounded by 
apostles, saints, martyrs and virgins, his disciple 
replied: "Yes, Father, I see it and stand in dread."

1.

The Most-holy Mother of God is the ________ and 
the Defender of the Christian people, because by her 
holy intercessions, she entreats God's loving kindness 
towards us sinners. On this sacred Feast Day, we 
also commemorate Saint Romanus the Melodist.

2.

At the beautiful Blachemae Church of the Most- holy 
Mother of God in Constantinople, it was crowded 
and Saint Andrew the Fool for Christ was standing at 
the back of the Church with his disciple, Saint 
Epiphanius. This was  during the all-night ______.

4.

The Church has always glorified the Theotokos as 
the Protectress and Defender of the Christian people, 
entreating, by her intercession, God's loving kindness 
towards us sinners. To individuals and to peoples, in 
peace and in war, in monastic deserts and in crowded 
cities, the protection of the Most-holy _______ of 
God has been clearly shown countless times.

5.

At the Blachemae Church of the Mother of God, a 
veil was spread over the outstretched hands of the 
Virgin Mary, to protect the people with this covering. 
She was clad in gold-encrusted purple and shone 
with an unspeakable radiance. God's Mother ______ 
above the people at four o'clock in the morning.

7.

The event that the Orthodox Church commemorates 
today proves the constant protection of the Christian 
people by the Most _____ Mother of God, who is 
constantly praying for us and for the whole world.

10.


