
THE LAW OF GOD 
The Fifth Beatitude 

 
     5. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
     The merciful are those who have compassion on others, who with all their hearts 
pity those who have fallen into misfortune or unhappiness, and who try to help 
them with good works. 
Works of mercy are both physical and spiritual. 
 
Bodily works of mercy: 

1. Feeding the hungry. 
2. Giving drink to the thirsty. 
3. Clothing the naked. 
4. Visiting those in prison. 
5. Visiting the sick and helping them recover or preparing them for a Christian 

death. 
6. Inviting strangers and foreigners and travelers into one’s home and giving 

them rest. 
7. Burying the dead. 

 
Spiritual works of mercy: 

1. By word and example to convert the sinner from the error of his way (James 
5:20). 

2. Teaching the ignorant truth and goodness. 
3. Dispensing good and timely advice to neighbors who are in distress and 

danger. 
4. Comforting the grieving. 
5. Refraining from returning evil for evil. 
6. Forgiving offenses with all one’s heart. 
7. Praying to God for everyone. 

 
 
     For the merciful, God promises in return that they will receive mercy. In the 
future judgement of  Christ they will be shown the special mercy for the righteous. 
They will be delivered from eternal punishment for their sins to the degree to which 
they showed mercy to others on earth (See Matt:25:31-26). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please circle the best answer according to the text 
 
1. The merciful are those who have compassion on others, who with all their hearts 
pity those who have fallen into misfortune or unhappiness, and who try to help 
them with good works. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 
2. Works of mercy are both physical and spiritual. 
TRUE   FALSE 
 
3. Feeding the hungry is a spiritual work of mercy. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 
4. Forgiving offenses with all one’s heart is a bodily form of mercy. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 
5. For the merciful, God promises in return that they will receive mercy. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 
6. The first Beatitude is: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 
7. The second Beatitude is: Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 
8. The third Beatitude is: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
TRUE   FALSE 
 
9. The fourth Beatitude is: Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 
10. The fifth Beatitude is: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
TRUE  FALSE 
 

 


