
THE LAW OF GOD 
The Ninth Beatitude 

 
     9. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your reward in Heaven. 
     In the last, the ninth commandment, our Lord Jesus Christ calls especially blessed 
those who for the sake of Christ and for the true Orthodox faith in Him, patiently 
bear disgrace, persecution, malice, defamation, mockery, privation and even death. 
Such a spiritual feat is known as martyrdom. There is no higher spiritual feat then 
martyrdom. 
     The courage of Christian martyrs must be distinguished from fanaticism, which is 
irrational zeal not according to reason. Christian courage must also be distinguished 
from the lack of feeling brought on by despair or pretended indifference, with which 
some criminals because of their incorrigible hardness and pride, serve out their 
sentences and to execution. 
     Christian courage is based on the highest of Christian virtues, on faith in God, on 
hope in God, on love for God and neighbor, on complete obedience and unshaken 
faith in the Lord God. 
     The highest form of martyrdom was suffered by Jesus Christ Himself, and in like 
manner, the Apostles and an innumerable multitude of Christians, who with joy 
went to martyrdom for the Name of Christ. 
     Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the ace that is set before us, and looking unto Jesus the Author and 
Finisher of our faith, Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For 
consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds (Heb.12:1-3). 
     For the spiritual feat of martyrdom, the Lord promises a reward in Heaven. But 
here on earth the Lord glorifies many martyrs for their firm confession of faith with 
incorruptible bodies and miracles. 
     If ye be reproached for the Name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and 
of God resteth upon you: on their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is 
glorified. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as 
a busybody in other men’s matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf (I Peter. 4:14-16). 
     Numberless Christian martyrs rejoiced during unspeakable torture, accounts of 
which are preserved in factual accounts of lives of the Saints. Note: In Roman courts, 
special scribes were obligated to write protocols (official records) of judicial 
procedures and legal decisions. Such protocols of interrogations, made in Roman 
courts during the legal process of Christian martyrs, after the period of persecutions 
were carefully preserved by the Church. The protocols came to be trustworthy 
accounts of the feats of martyrdom of the Christians. 
 
 



 
 
 
Review 
MATCHING: 
 
1. Blessed are the poor in spirit _________ 
2. Blessed are they that mourn __________ 
3. Blessed are the meek _________ 
4. Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after righteousness________ 
5. Blessed are the merciful _________  
6. Blessed are the pure in heart ___________ 
7. Blessed are the peacemakers__________ 
8. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake________ 
9. Blessed are you when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all  
manner of evil against you falsely for My sake. ________ 
10. The Beatitudes, or the commandments of blessedness, given us by the Saviour,  
do not in any way annul the commandments of the Law. 
 

A. ...for they shall be called the children of God. 
B. …for they shall see God. 
C. …for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
D. …for they shall obtain mercy. 
E. …for they shall inherit the earth. 
F. …for they shall be comforted. 
G. …for they shall be filled. 
H. …for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
I. …Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in Heaven. 
J. …On the contrary, these commandments complement each other. 

 
 
 
 


